Your Bishop’s Committee and I met yesterday for a retreat.  We were at St. Anne’s, Oceanside, a lovely old church.  The weather was beautiful.  We were there to discuss our hopes and dreams for the coming year, and how we’ll work together – and not just together with each other on the BC, but also how we’ll work together with the congregation and the community to do the work that God has given us to do.  Because God has given us work to do.  The people of St. Mary’s are charged with doing the work of Christ, here in Ramona.  
One of the things I found interesting at St. Anne’s yesterday was looking at the pictures of all the rectors that have served the church, and marveling at the age of the building.  St. Anne’s was first formed as a parish in 1888 – 124 years ago.  Now, in some states that would make it just a pipsqueak of a church, but here in San Diego, that’s pretty old.  The church has been remodeled at some point over the years – we analyzed the space and determined that the original church was a long rectangle with a beautiful wood ceiling, and old-fashioned stained glass windows on either end.  At some point, a very smart addition of a cross-section was added, with a narthex, high altar, sacristy and other rooms – I’ll confess to having suffered from just a bit of building envy!  The stained glass in the new section was quite lovely, but the style was different and you could tell that it had come from a different era.  Some of the pews had little plaques on them with things like “in loving memory of,” or “given to the Glory of God by,” but other than those things, if you were to walk in on any given Sunday, you’d have no real idea of the names of those folks who were responsible for the original building, or the addition, or the carpet, or any of those things.  Time has passed, and all those names have gone the way of history.
St. Mary’s is doing the work of Christ in Ramona . . . and our work is important, but will anyone remember it in 50 years?  Some things yes -- buildings, physical things -- which is perhaps why it's easier to get people to donate to such things.  But most things, no.  Community bingo?  Maybe - if they're still playing bingo here in 50 years someone might remember the people who first organized it, or who first came up with the idea for the garden, or who was the best evangelist of the congregation in 2012 . . . someone might remember, but most won't.  And in 100 years, unless you happened to be world famous, no one will remember you at all.  And even then, try to name even one celebrity of 1912 . . . Most of what happens to build up the kingdom of God is done by faithful, nameless people, lost to history.  Is this depressing?  Possibly . . . and why am I thinking in this way?  It's because of Peter's mother-in-law.

First of all, is anyone surprised that Peter has a mother-in-law?  What does it mean in scripture that this woman is out there and we have no story about her, no name?  Well, one of the things it means is that there are all sorts of women and men in the background of the Gospel stories that go unmentioned and unnamed, but that doesn't mean they're not present.  If Peter had a mother-in-law, it means Peter had a wife.  Most likely, all of the disciples had wives -- that's the way the world worked.  I'll leave alone the idea that Jesus had a wife, but I will point out that scripture is silent on the point.  Anyway, Peter had a wife, Peter had a mother-in-law, but they are essentially invisible and even when they are visible, they are nameless.

They may be nameless but they're not unimportant.  Peter's mother-in-law serves Christ - literally and figuratively.  Jesus comes into her home, finds her ill and unable to do the work that is important to her, unable to do the work that God has given her to do, and Jesus lifts her up and heals her.  She is restored, and the first thing she does it make them a meal!  What a good housewife!  I looked up the patron saints of housewives, and she is not mentioned, but I think I might add her to the list of saints -- in honor of all of those women and men who namelessly and facelessly served the greater good in small ways, ways that were not earthshaking, but built up the kingdom of God nonetheless.  A saint for all those people who realize in their work for Christ that it is not about them.

That's right, it is not all about us.  Yes, Jesus loves me, but the work I'm doing, and the work you're doing and the work of St. Mary's is not about us, but about Jesus.  We don't do outreach to get new members; we do it because Jesus told us to care for the poor and needy.  We don't worship every week in order to feel good about ourselves, we do it to praise and give thanks to a God that loved us so much that we were given the gift of the incarnation -- the gift of Jesus Christ, who came to live among us, to bring the kingdom of God near to us.  In all that we do, we need to remember that we do it for Jesus, and not for ourselves.

St. Paul understood that - and that is the point he is trying to make for the church in Corinth.  They are troubled, they've had all sorts of disagreements among themselves, and they're a bit too satisfied with themselves overall.  You might hear today's lesson, with Paul talking about being all things to all people, and you might understand Paul as saying he's being wishy-washy, a flip-flopper, to use common language.  But that's not the point here.  The point here is that Paul realizes that his main goal is to spread the Gospel, not to glorify himself, or to be right.  His aim is to share the good news of Christ, not to cling tightly to his reputation or his education or his social standing.  Paul will do what it takes to relate to each and every person with whom he comes in contact to share the love of God with them.  It's not about him.  It is about Jesus.
But there’s another message in scripture today for all of us nameless, faceless servants of Christ – a message that reminds us that while our work is about Jesus, we are personally known by God.  The passage from Isaiah reminds us that God is so mighty that earthly princes and powers cannot possibly stand against Him – so mighty and enormous that we are all like grasshoppers spread across the earth.  We, for all our good works, for all our worldly importance, scarcely are we planted than we wither away and are blown off like stubble.  That’s sounding pretty gloomy.  But read on!  The prophet asks, “Who created these?”  And the answer is God, “He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name.”  Calling them all by name.  

Like Peter’s mother-in-law, for most of us, our names will be lost to history.  Like Peter’s wife, for most of us, our actual existence will be lost to history.   But while we may indeed be forgotten by humans, while we may indeed be lost to history, we are not lost to God.  And our work for Christ – our work for Christ is not lost.  It will be built upon just as surely as we build upon the work done by our forefathers and foremothers in faith.  It’s not about us – it is about Jesus.  AMEN.
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