	Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works.  Amen.
	That’s a lovely prayer, isn’t it?  It’s the collect of the day that I said at the beginning of the service.  The collects that we hear each week are designed to “collect” our thoughts – to help us to focus on the theme of the season, certainly, and sometimes the theme of the message from the scriptural readings of the day.  We’re in the season after the Epiphany, the season after that miraculous day when the good news of Jesus Christ was shared with the wise men from the East.  In the season after the Epiphany, our Gospel lessons deal with the spread of the Gospel message, and we hear that reflected in the collect – because how else is the word to be spread unless we answer God’s call to us?
  Last week we heard about the calling of the first two disciples as told by the Gospel of John, and this week we hear Mark’s version of the story.  There are some significant differences between the two Gospels – in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus doesn’t begin calling disciples until after the arrest of John the Baptist, and in John’s Gospel, John the Baptist actually participates in the calling of the first disciples.  I point these things out to you not to say that you shouldn’t believe scripture, but to remind you that there are differences – contradictions even, and don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.  
	But regardless of the timing of the calls, or who is present, the response to Jesus is always the same – the disciples put down whatever it was they were doing and immediately they follow Jesus.  They leave their jobs, their families, their friends – they follow Jesus and it appears that they never look back.  And you might hear these stories and think to yourself, “whew – I don’t think I could do that!”  “Who are these guys, how can they be so faithful?”  You might even begin to think that because you are so different than Andrew or Peter or James or John, that maybe Jesus isn’t calling you to do anything at all.  And you might be pretty relieved!
	But, today we get to hear about more than just the amazing disciples who left their father in the boat and followed faithfully.  We also get to hear about Jonah, who I’ll call the disciple for the rest of us.  Jonah is the prophet for the rest of us – all of us who are fearful or unsure, those of us who are petty or selfish – those of us who are human.
	You’re probably vaguely familiar with the story of Jonah.  You can probably picture him being swallowed by a whale – maybe from a felt board story in Sunday School long ago, or maybe just because it’s one of those stories that has made it into our collective vision because it just makes for a great coloring page.  But most of us, I’m betting, don’t know the whole story . . . before I go any further, I’m going to encourage you to read Jonah for yourself – it’s short!  Really short – just 4 pages long in your Bible.  We heard the whole third chapter today – I added on, so that we could hear all of it.  It sounded pretty low-key, didn’t it?  “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”  The reason the word of the Lord had to come to Jonah a second time is because, unlike the amazing disciples in Mark’s Gospel, Jonah did NOT drop everything and hustle off to do what he was asked to do the first time the word of the Lord came to him.  Not even close.  Jonah hustled off alright, but he hustled off in the opposite direction.  He ran away.  He tried to hide from God.  He went down to the harbor in Joppa and found a ship that was heading off to a faraway land, and he paid for a ticket and he got on, hoping to hide from God.
	Of course, you can’t hide from God.  If I hear Jesus calling me here in Ramona, it’s not like I can get on a plane at Lindbergh Field and head off to Timbuktu to get away from Jesus.  Jesus is in Timbuktu, too.  So Jonah didn’t really get away.  The Lord sent a huge storm to stop Jonah, and the only way for the terrified sailors to stop the storm was to throw Jonah overboard.  Jonah himself gave them the instructions.  They did everything possible to avoid throwing him overboard, but eventually they had no choice, and Jonah insisted.  And indeed, once he was in the sea, the storm stopped.  And then along came the famous fish to swallow Jonah up and to save him from drowning.
	Three days and nights Jonah spent in the belly of that fish, praying and asking for God’s forgiveness.  The fish unceremoniously vomited him up on the shore – ew! – and we come to the verses we’ve heard this morning.  Now, you might be asking, why did Jonah run away?  Because he was frightened, that’s why.  He was terrified, most likely.  Nineveh was a huge, frightening city – filled with people who were the enemies of Israel.  They had been at war with Israel for years, and they had treated their captives brutally.  The Lord was asking Jonah to do something really dangerous.  But this second time, Jonah obeyed.  He’d seen that it wasn’t really effective to try to get out of it.  Jonah went to Nineveh, started in across the city, made his proclamation, and wonders of wonders, it worked!  The people listened to him.  The king of Nineveh listened to him.  They all repented.  Even the animals repented!   And then God repented as well.  God decided not to destroy the city, God changed his mind.  
	Which really, REALLY ticked Jonah off.  That’s right – it made him mad.  What?  Jonah was really angry that God forgave the Ninevites?  Indeed, he was.  He said he was mad because he didn’t want to do it in the first place, because he knew that God was gracious and slow to anger – in other words, God had wasted his time.  But I think Jonah was even more human than that.  Jonah didn’t like being wrong.  Jonah had said they’d be destroyed, and he was probably not unhappy about that, and now here they were repenting and God had forgiven them.  It wasn’t fair.  And so Jonah sat down and moped.  Really.  He made himself a little shelter and sat down in it to wait and see what would happen to Nineveh.  And the moping continued.  God made a bush grow up overnight to shade the shelter – that made Jonah happy, but then God made the bush die and that made Jonah even unhappier, so unhappy that he told God that he’d like to die he was so angry.  Finally, God has to ask him – you’re concerned about a plant that lived for a day and I’m not supposed to care about an entire city of people?  The book ends on that question . . . it’s left hanging for us to ponder all these years later.
	Like I said, Jonah is the prophet for the rest of us.  Jonah is the prophet for all of us who think we’re not up to the task, for all of us who don’t love our neighbors like we’re supposed to, who are resentful of other’s good fortune, for all of us who know deep in our hearts that if God really knew us, He’d never call us to service.  Ah, but God really does know us and he calls us anyway.  God is a God of second chances – third chances, for that matter.  God is a God who listens to our prayers, who observes our actions, who judges us fairly and mercifully.  
	Let’s return to our collect again . . . Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation . . . give us grace.  I think the collect this morning really sums up the message.  Grace is that undeserved gift that we receive from God, that undeserved mercy . . . the collect reminds us that we do all that we do with the help of God, including answering the call of God.  Give us grace, O Lord, to hear your call and to answer.  Give us grace, O Lord, to not be afraid, to not run away, to not be resentful, to not be our sinful human selves . . . but when we are, O Lord, when we are fearful and sinful, Lord, be that God of second chances who called Jonah a second time after rescuing him from a watery grave.  Be that God of second chances who marveled at the repentance of Nineveh and repented of the calamity that was going to befall them.  Be that God of second chances.  Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works.  AMEN.
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