	I’d like to start this morning with a little bit of what I’ll call Episcopal Church 101 – and today we’ll cover the church calendar.  If you’re paying close attention – or if you’re on the altar guild – you’ll notice that the color of the vestments has changed.  Note that I’m in a green chasuble, chasuble being the churchy word for the poncho that I wear each week.  The chalice is covered with a green veil.  Christmas is really gone, isn’t it . . . except for the poinsettias, but they’re just too pretty and fresh to not keep out!  We are now in the season after the Epiphany, which is also called “ordinary time.”  Ordinary time is sort of a dreary name, isn’t’ it?  In any case, it’s the name given to this season and to the season after Pentecost, and the color scheme, so to speak for those two seasons is green.  These two seasons make up about half of the year.  
	The church calendar begins with Advent, moves on to Christmas, stops ever so briefly on Epiphany, moves into ordinary time, transitions to Lent and then Holy Week and Easter.  Another quick stop on the day of Pentecost and we’re back into ordinary time.  The church year takes us through all of the different events in Jesus’ life, and it also makes sure that we focus on all of the different meanings of Jesus’ life.  Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter – these seasons all focus on the things that Jesus did, for the most part.  Ordinary time focuses on the things that Jesus said, and these first few weeks in this season after the Epiphany teach us about the spread of Jesus’ influence after his baptism in the Jordan River.  And, as it turns out, they’re epiphanies in themselves – the people that we hear of experience those glimpses of God that we talked about a few weeks ago – they see the human Jesus, and in him they glimpse the divine.  
	This morning we hear about the calling of the first disciples . . . at least the way the gospel of John tells it.  In the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus meets Andrew and Simon Peter as fishermen, and he calls them in from the Sea of Galilee.  He tells them that if they follow him, he will teach them to fish for people.  You’ll notice that there’s no mention of fishermen in this gospel, there’s no mention of nets, or fish, or sons leaving their fathers to go off on a crazy journey with Jesus.  Instead, we hear of Andrew, who is certainly the less famous of the two brothers.
	Andrew, we hear, is a follower of John the Baptist.  John the Baptist tells his followers about this remarkable man he met at the River Jordan when he was baptizing – after he had baptized him, the Spirit descended like a dove from heaven and remained on Jesus.  John understands that this is the man he’s been waiting for – the Son of God, the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  This is the Lamb of God.
	Andrew hears what John has to say about Jesus, and he realizes he needs to know more.  When Jesus passes by, he follows him . . . it almost sounds to me like he’s making small talk.  He wants to know more, but it’s almost like he’s a little bit embarrassed.  So, he asks Jesus, sort of casually, where are you staying?  This is one of those lines of scripture that makes me laugh a bit – it just strikes me as very real, and the kind of question you might ask if you didn’t have any other way to get the conversation started.  And then we hear what Jesus said – and it’s so simple, and it’s so real . . 
	Come and see.  
	That’s it – that’s all it took for Andrew to be evangelized – come and see.  Come and see what a life following me might be like.  Come and see who you really are, come and see what you’re searching for.  After a day spent with Jesus, we hear that Andrew went and got his brother Simon Peter and brought him to Jesus.  We have found the Messiah, he told him.  
	Evangelized by an epiphany!  Yes, that’s right – Andrew was evangelized by Jesus, evangelized by a glimpse of the divine, and he goes on to evangelize his brother, who came and experienced his own epiphany.  And they, along with the other disciples, went on to evangelize the world.  Now, I’m guessing you know the old joke about Evangelism in the Episcopal church – Evangelism is the “E” word – we’re too afraid of it to say it out loud – it’s like Voldemort in the Harry Potter books, he who cannot be named.  We’re terrified of evangelism, in general.  We are so polite, we Episcopalians, that we dread the thought of telling anyone about our faith, lest they think we’re trying to force it on them.  We see the gray between the black and white in scripture, and so we’re unsure when we hear our more fundamentalist brothers and sisters in Christ speak with such certainty about conversion and salvation and damnation.  We don’t want to be lumped in with those Christians who hit up their friends and relatives and strangers with questions like, “have you been saved?”  “Have you given your life to Christ?” or “Do you know where you will spend eternity?”  And so, in general, we tend to say nothing.  We’re polite, and silent.  We hope that our good works will show others our faith, and that’s not a bad thing, but we’re missing out on sharing the good news of God in Christ with so many people, because we’re just so timid, so polite, so terrified.  
	And even though we know for our own lives that our relationship with Christ is so much more than just a hobby, we treat it that way – oh, we think, I’m not sure anyone else that I know would like this – I mean after all . . . but in fact, we are created by God to be faithful.  We are created by God to crave a relationship with him – we’re made that way.  Your friends and neighbors are made that way, too, and you have something special to offer them.  And it’s not necessarily even St. Mary’s that you have to offer them – after all, we have so many different expressions of Christianity because we have so many different personalities in the world.  I would never claim that the Episcopal church is for everyone – but a life of faith is for everyone.
	You have this to offer to your friends and loved ones, you have a life of faith, and you can share it – but how are you going to do it?  We get instructions today from Jesus.  Jesus invites these followers of John to come along with him – they ask him the simplest question, and he gives them the simplest answer – come and see.  I believe that part of our fear in evangelism is that we think that we need to have “the answer.”  We think we need to be spiritually profound, and a scriptural genius, and that we need to be more faithful and more sure of Christianity than anyone else we know.  Guess what?  You don’t need to be any of those things.  Here’s the news – you’re not working on this on your own.  God is working every bit as hard as you are – harder probably!  That’s right, this matters to God.  And God is already calling all of us, church goers and not, calling us into a life of faith, into a relationship with Jesus.  Your friends and neighbors can feel that call –they might ask about church or your faith in the smallest of ways, just like Andrew asking Jesus where he was staying.  And chances are they need just need the simplest invitation.  Come and see.  Once they’re here, God and the rest of us together can do the rest of the work.  The community of faith will continue the evangelizing, and God will provide those epiphany moments – those glimpses of God that bring us to that next step on the journey of faith.
	Come and see.  I want you to think about being brave enough to say those words to someone.  In the coming months, there will be lots of possibilities for you to invite someone you know to come to church.  There will be church on Sundays, of course, there will be a pancake supper, there will be Ash Wednesday.  We’ll have Bible study in Lent, a spiritually profound Holy Week and Easter, outreach events, garden work days, youth group parties.  Come and see.  It’s not a threat, it’s an invitation, and even a very polite Episcopalian can make that invitation.  Just come and see.  AMEN.
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